WELCOME TO SHEPHERDS’ RIG WIND
FARM COMMUNITY OPEN DAY

In August 2023, Boralex gained Section 36
consent to construct and operate Shepherds’
Rig Wind Farm. Now, Boralex is looking to
revise that proposal and apply for a variation.

The Consented Development

This is the original Shepherds’ Rig Wind
Farm that was consented in 2023. This
development comprises 17 turbines, 15
turbines with a maximum blade tip height
of 149.9 m, and two turbines with a
maximum blade tip height of 125 m, as
well as associated infrastructure.

The Proposed Varied Development:

The development we are seeking your
feedback on today. This development is
proposing to change some of the
characteristics of the Consented Development
and will likely comprise up to 13 turbines with
a maximum blade tip height of 200 m, as well
as associated infrastructure, The proposed
variations that make up this development
include:

Removal of four turbines;

Increase in the maximum blade tip height
to up to 200 m;

Relocation of three turhines slightly beyond
the micrositing allowance; and
Amendments to part of the track layout to
reflect turbine removal and relocation.

Utilising the natural environment to harness
clean, zero-carbon energy, this revised project
will, if consented, support local construction
companies along with local supply chains
during construction and operation, and offer
community benefit as well as the potential for
shared ownership.

What happened to Infinergy?

Infinergy was active in Scotland for more
than 15 years with the development of
various operational on-shore wind farms,
as well as a portfolic of new on-shore
wind, solar and battery developments
totalling approximately 500 MW. In 2017
we began developing our projects in
Scotland alongside Boralex, a Canadian
based 100% renewable energy company,
listed on the Toronto stock market but
also with a strong presence in Europe.

In 2022 Boralex acquired 100% of
Infinergy’s interests in the UK, integrating
the Infinergy organisation fully into
Boralex.

Today’s event

Here you will find a selection of
information banners outlining the
proposed variations to the Consented
Development and the process

involved in making this new application.

Please take your time to study the
information and please do not
hesitate to speak with any of the
project team members who

are here to answer your questions.

If you would like to leave a written
comment, please help yourselfto a
“Voice Your Opinion’ comment form,
available from the reception desk and
either hand it in as you leave or send it
back to us using our Freepost address.
You will also find the form on our website
www.shepherdsrigwindfarm.co.uk

along with these information panels.

There are several ways to obtain further information and to contact us:

* Qur website www.shepherdsrigwindfarm.co.uk will be updated regularly to
provide you with the |atest information. We will publish the application
documents, including the Environmental Impact Assessment Report, on the website

once the application has been submitted.

* Email us at info@shepherdsrigwindfarm.co.uk

* Write to us at FREEPOST BORALEX
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THE PROPOSED VARIED

DEVELOPMENT

Boralex is currently developing a proposal
to vary the consented Shepherds’ Rig Wind
Farm which gained consent in August 2023,

The Site remains the same as that of the
Consented Development, located
approximately 5 km to the east of Carsphairn
and comprises commercial coniferous
woodland plantation, bounded to the north

and north-east by further forestry and to the
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west, east and south-east by open moorland.

At this stage, the variations being considered
include:

Removal of four turbines and associated
crane hard standings;

Increase in the maximum blade tip height of
the remaining 13 turbines to 200 m.
Relocation of three turbines slightly beyond
the micrositing allowance; and
Amendments to part of the track layout to
reflect turbine removal and relocation.

The locations of 10 of the proposed turbines
are unchanged from the Consented
Development, with the locations of the
remaining three turbines only slightly adjusted
to incorporate the constraints associated with
larger turbines.

The total generating capacity of the turbines
is anticipated to be in the region of 91 MW,
20.8 MW more than the Consented
Development, but with a far greater energy
yield, subject to final turbine model selection.
The Consented Development included a 6MW
battery energy storage array and it is intended
to increase this to 5S0MW of storage in the
variation scheme. The associated infrastructure
still includes on-site access tracks, turbine
foundations and crane hard standings, two
temporary borrow pits, a substation and
control building compound, on-site
underground cabling, a temporary
construction compound and a temporary
concrete batching plant.

Turbine tip heights of up to 200 metres
{656 feet) are being proposed to reduce
the number of turbines on the site whilst
increasing the amount of green energy
able to be produced. Environmental,
technical and commercial considerations
throughout the design process will
continue to inform the final number of
turhines as well as their dimensions.

Shepherds’ Rig Wind Farm
5360 EIA Scoping Report
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Submission of the Section 36 application
to the Scottish Government is expected
to bein January 2025.

Construction and access

Should the Proposed Varied Development
be consented, construction would not be
expected to commence until 2027.

Along with the wind turbines, the
Proposed Varied Development will
consist of a temporary construction
compound; on-site access tracks,

turbine foundations and crane hard
standings, two temporary borrow pits,
battery energy storage and control
building compound, on-site underground
cabling, a temporary construction
compound and a temporary concrete
batching plant; in addition to a substation
to allow the green electricity generated
to feed into the electricity network.

Route to Site

The potential effects of revised
construction traffic will be assessed
during the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) process, in consultation
with Dumfries and Galloway Council.

An updated assessment of the potential
impacts of access improvements along
the B729 will also be carried out for the
Proposed Varied Development, included
as an appendix to the EIA Report. This
appraisal will be based on the results of
an updated swept path analysis (required
due to the changes in abnormal
indivisible loads associated with the
proposed taller turbines). Off-site road
works will likely be limited in extent, with
potential vegetation clearance required
at localised sites. Removal of any trees,

if required, would be subject to
compensatory planting and agreed with
Scottish Forestry.
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HOW THE TWO SCHEMES
COMPARE

il e

Project Companents. Technical Detalls
The Consented Development | The Proposed Varied

Development

Maximum Number of 17 13

Turbines

Turbine Capacity Upto 4.2 MW Up to 7 MW

Maximum Tip Height 15x149.9 m and 2x125m 200m

Indicative Rotor Diameter & | 117 m &59m 163m & 82 m

Blade Length

Crane pads Each wind turbine requires an area of hardstanding adjacent to

the turbine which provides a stable base for the cranes to erect
the structures.

Battery Energy Storage An energy storage building An energy storage building
System housing batteries to store housing batteries to store
electricity generated by the electricity generated by the
wind turbines when it is not wind turbines when it is not

needed onthe grid. The needed on the grid The facility
facility would have an would have an approximate
approximate maximum maximum output of 50 MW,

output of 6 MW.

Substation and Control An onsite substation and control room which would house
Room switchgear and would connect the wind farm to the grid.
Temporary Construction During the construction phase a temporary compound would
Compound be required to store construction equipment and machinery.
Temporary Concrete On-site concrete batching would resultin a significant
Batching Plant reduction in the number of vehicle movements on the local

road networl. The on-site batching plant is likely to be situated
within or adjoining the construction compound.

Borrow Pits The stone required for new tracks, turbine bases and
hardstanding areas would be sourced from up to two on-site
borrow pits.

Access Route and Tracks Access to the site would be from the existing forestry track off

the B729 between Muirdrochwood and Smittons. This will
involve upgrading the existing site entrance junction and track.

Grid Connection The connection will be made into the proposed 132kV line
from Lorg Wind Farm to Holm Hill (north of Carsphairn) which
is being progressed by Scottish Power. This proposed line
would run through the central part of the Shepherds' Rig

site. There would be a short overhead connection between the
wind farm substation and this proposed line.

Total Maximum Output 76.2 MW 141 MW

Total Energy Generation per | 158 GWh per annum 257 GWh per annum
Annum (60% i |
Operational Life 30 40
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
ASSESSMENT (EIA)

Although the site has an existing consent,
the changes we are proposing mean that
a full EJIA will once again be required.
This extensive study will form part of the
formal application to be made to the
Scottish Government.

ElA is the process of assessing the likely
environmental impacts of a proposed
project.

The EIA is required to follow clear steps
which can be summarised as follows:

= Screening: to determine whether a
particular project requires the
preparation of an Environmental
Impact Assessment Report (EIAR);

» Scoping: stage at which the scope of
the EIAR is defined through consultation
with statutory consultees;

» Preparation of the Draft EIAR;

» Public Consultation;

* Finalisation of the EIAR;

« Further public Consultation; and

= Review and decision by decision maker.

The EIA process aims to assist the Scottish

Government and Local Authority in their

determination of the application by

identifying where any significant
environmental effects are predicted.

The EIAR will be carried out in consultation

with statutory consultees, interested
parties and the general public.

The EIAR preparation covers topics
including:

= Forestry

= Ecology and Ornithology;

* Protected species;

= Priority habitats;

* Archaeology and Cultural Heritage

= Carbon rich soils and priority peatland
habhitats;

+ Hydrology;

» Landscape and visual impact; and

= Traffic and Transport.

Other desk-based assessments will
include appraising the impacts of the
proposed development on aviation,
noise, telecommunications,
socio-economics and climate change.
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ENVIRONMENTAL SURVEYS

Forestry

Commercial forests are dynamic, constantly
changing through both human and natural
activity. The forestry assessment will describe
the changes to the forest structure resulting
from the incorporation of the Proposed
Varied Development into the forests, in
particular the loss of woodland area. Key

to this will be the integration of the
Proposed Varied Development into the
forest structure to minimise the loss of
woodland area and to prevent fragmentation
of the remaining woodland.

Ecology and Ornithology

A further Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey
of the Site has recently been completed
which classified and mapped natural and
semi natural habitats, as well as identified
habitat suitable to support protected species
and specific surveys have also been carried
out for a range of protected species within
250 m of the Site.

NatureScot agreed that the Consented
Development was predicted to have no
significant effects on ornithology.

The change in design between the
Consented Development and the
Proposed Varied Development is unlikely
to produce a significantly different impact
on ecological or ornithological receptors
and is in fact likely to result in a reduction
of impacts.

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage

This is intended to identify likely significant
effects of the Proposed Varied Development
on the cultural significance of heritage assets
within the Site through impacts upon their
physical fabric. It also identifies likely
significant effects on the cultural significance
of heritage assets both within the Site and
the wider landscape caused through

development within their settings which would

need detailed consideration in the EIA Report.

Commonlizard

Peat

The previous peat survey resulted in
1,293 probes deployed across the study
area with substantial areas of no peat and
small pockets of peat up to 4 m in depth
along the western boundary and in the
central part of the southern area of the
Site. Further high-density peat depth
surveys are being caried out within the
Site in areas where the proposed
infrastructure has changed from that of
the Consented Development.

There are opportunities for peat
restoration to be completed incorporating
forest-to-bog restoration through ground
smoothing or bunding {using excavated
peat), extension of felling to remove non
windfirm trees to expand the open area,
and restoration of eroded or drained
areas of peat such as those found in the
numerous forestry rides.

Noise

Wind farm noise is assessed based on
guidance provided by ETSU-R-S7 “The
Assessment & Rating of Noise from Wind
Farms”.

Appropriate noise assessments will ensure
that the Proposed Varied Development
would comply with the above regulations.
As part of the application process,
Dumfries and Galloway Council’s
Environmental Health Officer will continue
1o be consulted. Cumulative operational
wind farm noise predictions will be
undertaken, and the potential cumulative
impact also assessed.
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LANDSCAPE AND VISUAL IMPACT
ASSESSMENT (LVIA)

A landscape and visual impact assessment establishes the potential
effects of a proposed development on the surrounding landscape.
The revised design consists of 13 turbines up to 200 m to blade tip.

A Zone of Theoretical Visibility (ZTV) is a computer-generated tool that establishes the
likely extent of the visibility of a proposed development and key visual receptors. A ZTV
based on preliminary design options has been prepared to inform the Landscape and
Visual Impact Assessment (LVIA). This ZTV assumes no vegetation or buildings and so is
worst-case scenario. The ZTV above is a comparative one - it shows the difference between
the Consented Development and the Proposed Varied Development.

The ZTV indicates the areas where turbines will be visible, based on the relief of the
surrounding study area. This is supported by producing and analysing wirelines and
photomontages from several agreed viewpoints that give a clearer picture of what the new
turbines would look like.

On the next two banners, you will see four different viewpoints with their respective
photomontages. These are to give you an indication of how the Proposed Varied
Development might look in comparison to the Consented Development. The final EIA
Report will provide a number of additional viewpoints and give further detail about each
and will be available to view once the application has been submitted to The Scottish
Government Energy Consents Unit.

Why tip heights of 200 metres?

There are a number of reasons why the proposed tip height is greater than the Consented
Development. Firstly, the taller the wind turbine, the more wind it can capture. As a result,
far more green electricity is generated, maximising the site’s capacity. Furthermore, wind
turbine manufacturers are continuously improving turbine technology and addressing the
specific needs of other countries globally. Elsewhere in the world, it has become
commonplace for 200 m and higher turbines to be erected. In response, turbine
manufactures are following this global market trend and removing the smaller turbine
models (<150 m) from their production line. By choosing a 200 m turbine model we are

not only maximising the site’s capacity but also ensuring the Proposed Varied Development,
if permitted, can he developed without delays in turbine procurement.
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PHOTOMONTAGE COMPARISON

idge [B729] -

Viewpaint 1 - View from Stroanfreggan Bri Proposed Varied Development Layout

Viewpoint 10 - View from Southern Upland Wy, Benbrack (Steiding Arch) - Consented Scheme Layout

e . -

Vlewpeint 10 - View frorn Southern Upland Way, Benbrack (StrldIng Arch] - Proposed Yaried Develeprnent Layout
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PHOTOMONTAGE COMPARISON

Wiewpolnt 11 - View fram B7000 narth of East Arndarrach - Consented Scheme Layvout

Viewpaint 11 - View from BF000 north of East Arndarroch - Proposad Varied Development Layout

Wiawgelnt 19 - View from AT13 south of Carspha:m - Proposed Varled fevelopment Layout
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THE LOCAL COMMUNITY

Boralex will work closely with local communities,
businesses and residents in seeking to ensure
that the project will bring tangible benefits to

local people and help meet the national
climate change and energy security needs.

We would like to hear from local businesses

to ensure that we can fully consider the skills

and services of local people and suppliers if
the the Proposed Varied Development
receives approval.

The opportunities available would include
those for:
An engineering, procurement and
construction contractor;
Construction material suppliers: concrete,
aggregate and building materials;
Electrical contractors: supply and
installation of plant, cabling, earthing, etc;
Plant and equipment hire contractors:
excavation earthworks, cranage, welfare
units, etc.;
Labour hire companies: engineers, plant
operatives and general labourers; and
Transport: taxis and minibuses for local
labourers.

Construction projects of this nature
typically require some specialist
technicians who may have to come from
outside the area, so they will require
local accommeodation and catering
facilities.

Moy Wind Farm,Highland *

Community Benefit is something that
comes as part and parcel of renewable
energy developments these days and
whilst it is not considered a ‘benefit’ in
terms of planning applications, the
Scottish Government has set the bar in
terms of the amount a project is expected
to contribute. This amountis £5,000 per
MW of operational capacity. With the
Proposed Varied Development, this would
mean an additional £102,000 per year on
top of the consented development
amount, taking the community benefit
sum up to £455,000 per year for the
lifetime of the scheme depending on the
final number and capacity of wind
turbines.

We want to try to ensure that the funds
help the surrounding communities
achieve their ambitions to become more
resilient and sustainable in the long term.

There are many options open to local
communities on how to use this
community benefit to generate additional
income. The Scottish Government would
like to see communities maximising the
potential a project such as a wind farm
can bring through investment, and
increasing the uptake of community
shared ownership is one of its primary
aims going forwards.

Please feel free to write any ideas that
you have on how community benefit
could make a positive contribution to
your local community on the ‘post-its’
provided and stick them up on this panel.

Alternatively, please complete a "Voice
Your Opinion’ comment form which is
available from the welcome desk or
just tell us while you are here.
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NEXT STEPS

We will take into account the feedhack we receive from our public consultation process as
we refine our proposal and work towards finalising the Proposed Varied Development. We
hope to submit the Section 36 application for the Proposed Varied Development to The
Scottish Government Energy Consents Unit by January 2025.

An EIA Report including all the results from the surveys will be submitted with the formal
application to the Energy Consents Unit. All the submitted documents will be uploaded to
our website: www.shepherdsrigwindfarm.co.ul under ‘Downloads’.

If you would like to receive a USB stick containing all the application documents or a hard
copy of the Non-Technical Summary (NTS) (a summary of the EIA Report), please request
this in the “Voice your opinion’ comment form available at the reception desk. The USB
sticks and the NTS are provided free of charge for as long as stock last.

Professional bodies in the fields of ecology, aviation, noise, landscape, cultural heritage,
transport etc. will be formally consulted on the application. To help the Energy Consents
Unit at the Scottish Government assess the proposal, not only do they listen to you, the
lacal residents, but also the following consultees:

= Dumfries and Galloway Council
* Ministry of Defence

+ Historic Environment Scotland
= Ofcom

= NatureScot

* RSPB

» The local Community Council

= VisitScotland

« National Air Traffic Services

= SEPA

The timeline shown below gives an indication of possible timescale should the proposal be
deemed acceptable and is subject to change depending on the planning process.

Indicative Timeline

Z The Scottish . . Wind Farm full
Su?)mISSIOf) Of. Government Discharge of planning Start of Construction ! lr-irrl ul !
planning application o conditions operatiana
Q1 2025 (4 2025 Q1 2026 onwards Summer 2027 Spring 2023

Contact points:

Wehsite: www.shepherdsrigwindfarm.co.uk
Email: info@shepherdsrigwindfarm.co.uk
Freephone: 0800 980 4299

Freepost: FREEPOST BORALEX
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WELCOME TO SHEPHERDS' RIG WIND
FARM COMMUNITY OPEN DAY

In August 2023, Boralex gained Section
36 consent to construct and operate
Shepherds’ Rig Wind Farm. Now, Boralex
is looking to revise that proposal and apply
for a variation.

The first open day on the variation proposals

took place in September last year. At that

time, the scheme was at the Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) scoping stage and

the scoping wind turbine layout was
presented.

Further assessment work has been
undertaken since then, since then. The
turbine layout has been adjusted in
response to this work and also the
consultation that has taken place.
Additional design work has also

taken place on the other elements of the
variation scheme including the tracks and
hardstandings.

This second open day provides an update
on the variation scheme layout which has
now reached an advanced stage of
assessment and design.

The Consented Development

This is the original Shepherds’ Rig Wind
Farm that was consented in 2023. This
development comprises 17 turbines, 15
turbines with a maximum blade tip height
of 149.9 m, and two turbines with a
maximum blade tip height of 125 m, as
well as associated infrastructure.

Today’s event

The Proposed Varied Development:
The development we are seeking your
feedback on today. This development is
proposing to change some of the
characteristics of the Consented
Development and will likely comprise up
to 13 turbines with a maximum blade tip
height of 200 m, as well as associated
infrastructure. The proposed variations
that make up this development include:

Removal of four turbines;

Increase in the maximum blade tip
height to up to 200 m;

Relocation of three turbines slightly
beyond the micrositing allowance;

Amendments to part of the track layout
to reflect turbine removal and relocation.

Increase in the size and capacity of the
associated Battery Energy Storage System
{BESS) from 6 megawatts (MW) to SOMW;

incorporation of additional biodiversity
enhancement areas including forest to
bog restoration and native riparian
planting; and

increase in the period of consent from
30 to 40 years.

Utilising the natural environment to
harness clean, zero-carbon energy, this
revised project will, if consented, support
local construction companies along with
local supply chains during construction
and operation, and offer community
henefit as well as the potential for shared
ownership.

Here you will find a selection of information banners outlining the proposed variations to
the Consented Development and the process involved in making this new application.

Please take your time to study the information and please do not hesitate to speak with any
of the project team members who are here to answer your questions.

If you would like to leave a written comment, please help yourself to a ‘Voice Your Opinion’
comment form, available from the reception desk and either hand it in as you leave or send
it back to us using our Freepost address. You will also find the form on our website
www.shepherdsrigwindfarm.co.uk along with these information panels.

There are several ways to obtain further information and to contact us:

® Qur website www.shepherdsrigwindfarm.co.uk will be updated regularly to
provide you with the latest information. We will publish the application
documents, including the Environmental Impact Assessment Report, on the website

once the application has been submitted.

* Email us at info@shepherdsrigwindfarm.co.uk

» Write to us at FREEPOST BORALEX
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THE PROPOSED VARIED

DEVELOPMENT

prads

Boralex is currently developing a proposal
to vary the consented Shepherds’ Rig Wind
Farm which gained consent in August 2023.

The Site remains the same as that of the
Consented Development, located
approximately 5 km to the east of Carsphairn
and comprises commercial coniferous
woodland plantation, bounded to the north
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west, east and south-east by open moorland.

At this advanced stage of the assessment
and design, the variations being considered
include:

Removal of four turbines and associated
crane hard standings;

Increase in the maximum blade tip height
of the remaining 13 turbines to 200 m.
Relocation of five turbines slightly beyond
the micrositing allowance;

Amendments to part of the track layout to
reflect turbine removal and relocation;
Increase in the size and capacity of the
associated Battery Energy Storage System
(BESS) from 6 MW to 50 MW,
Incorporation of additional biodiversity
enhancement areas including forest to
bog restoration and native riparian
planting; and

Increase in the period of consent from

30 to 40 years.

The locations of eight of the proposed
turbines are unchanged from {or are within
the micro-siting allowance of) the Consented
Development paositions, with the locations of
the remaining five turbines only slightly
adjusted to incorporate the constraints
associated with larger turbines.

The total maximum generating capacity is
anticipated to be in the region of 81 MW,
10.8 MW mare than the Caonsented
Development, but with a 60% greater
energy yield, subject to final turbine model
selection.

The Consented Development included a

6 MW BESS and it is intended to increase
this to 50 MW of storage in the variation
scheme. The BESS would store electricity
from the wind turbines when there is
excess generation and feed this into the
electricity network when there is a deficit,
and it is most needed. This will help to
make the electricity system more efficient

e flavibla
aiil NITAIcIC,

The BESS would be located in the same
location as for the Consented Development,
at the southern end of the wind farm
substation, although taking up a larger
footprint to accommodate its increased
capacity. The dimensions of the
compound would be approximately 120 m
by 70 m. The main part of the facility is
likely to consist of hattery storage units
housed in containers. There would be
invertors and transformers serving each
set of containers.

Fire detection and suppression systems
would be installed within the facility. The
maximum height of any structure within
the facility is likely to be approximately 3 m.
The only lighting would be motion sensor
activated lighting on containers and units
within the facility.

The associated infrastructure still includes
on-site access tracks, turbine foundations
and crane hard standings, two temporary
borrow pits, a substation and control
building compound, on-site underground
cabling, a temporary construction
compound and a temporary concrete
batching plant.

Turbine tip heights of up to 200 metres
(656 feet) are being proposed to reduce
the number of turbines on the site whilst
increasing the amount of green energy
able to be produced.

BORALEX



THE PROPOSED VARIED

DEVELOPMENT
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Lighting

In accordance with current guidance from
the Civil Aviation Authority wind turbines
taller than 150 m require visible aviation
lighting. A reduced aviation lighting scheme
has been agreed with the CAA and seven of
the proposed turbines will be fitted with
medium intensity {minimum 2000 candela

Visibility sensors would be installed on the
wind turbines and the lights would operate
at 200 candela when meteorological
visibility is greater than 5 km. The lights
would also be perceived at reduced intensity
at different angles above and below the
horizontal. The reduction in intensity of the
lit turbines at different elevation angles
would be substantial, for example, at -10
degrees the recommended maximum
intensity is only 75 candela but is likely to
be lower and is dependent on the final
choice of aviation light.

Meteorological observations suggest that
the turbine hubs/lights will be obscured on
over 750 occasions a month by cloud.

When not obscured by cloud, the visibility
in the area of the turbines can be expected
to exceed 5km for 98% of the time and the
2000cd lights will be switched down to
200cd. In addition, perceived light intensity
also diminishes with distance.
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Grid Connection Arrangements

The connection will be made into the
proposed 132kV line from Lorg Wind
Farm to Holm Hill {north of Carsphairn)
which is being progressed by Scottish
Power Energy Networks (SPEN). This
proposed line would run through the
central part of the Shepherds’ Rig site.
There would be a short overhead
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substation and this proposed line.

The grid connection date for Shepherds’
Rig is reliant on the timescale for wider
upgrades in area and in particular the
Kendoon to Tongland Reinforcement (KTR)
project. The KTR scheme has recently
been approved, however the timescale for
this took longer than originally planned
which has resulted in the connection date
for Shepherds Rig being delayed until
2029 at the earliest.

Route to Site

Should the Proposed Varied Development
be consented, construction would not be
expected to commence until 2027,

The potential effects of revised
construction traffic will be assessed
throughout the Environmental Impact
Assessment (EIA) process, in consultation
with Dumfries and Galloway Council.

An updated swept path analysis {required
due to the changes in abnormal indivisible
loads associated with the proposed taller
turhines) has been prepared for the
Proposed Varied Development and this
will be included in an appendix to the EIA
Report. Where mitigation warks are
required, details of these road works will
be provided. An updated assessment of
the potential impacts of access
improvements along the B729 will also be
carried out for the Proposed Varied
Development, and this will also be
included as an EIA Report appendix.
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ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
ASSESSMENT (EIA)

Although the site has an existing consent,
the changes we are proposing mean that
a full EIA will once again be required.

The EIA work on the Proposed Varied

Development is now at an advanced stage.

An EIA scoping opinion, which set out the
issues to be assessed, was issued by the
Scottish Government in November 2024
following consultation with a range of
organisations.

EIA survey work has taken place over the
last 18 months to update the original
information from the EIA of the
Consented Development. The E|A survey
and assessment findings have influenced
the layout of the Proposed Varied
Development.

An EIA Report is currently being drafted by
the assessment team. This will provide an
assessment of the Proposed Varied
Development as well as a comparison
between the predicted environmental
effects of the variation compared to the
original scheme.

The EIA Report will be submitted with the
(section 36C) application for the Proposed
Varied Development.

The EIA Report and the application will
then be subject to a formal consultation
process where consultees and the public
can make responses. These responses and
the EIA Report will then be taken into

account by the Scottish Government before

a decision on the application is made,

Environmental Surveys

The EIAR preparation covers topics
including:

* Forestry

= Ecology and Ornithology;

* Protected species;

= Priority habitats;

* Archaeology and Cultural Heritage

= Carbon rich scils and priority peatland
habitats;

+ Hydrology;

» Landscape and visual impact; and

= Traffic and Transport.

Other desk-based assessments will
include appraising the impacts of the
proposed development on aviation,
noise, telecommunications,
socio-economics and climate change.
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ENVIRONMENTAL SURVEYS

Forestry
Commetrcial forests are dynamic, constantly
changing through both human and natural

activity. The forestry assessment will describe

the changes to the forest structure resulting
from the incorporation of the Proposed
Varied Development into the forests, in
particular the loss of woodland area and will
follow the same methodology used for the
Consented Development. Key to this will be
the integration of the Proposed Varied
Development into the forest structure to
minimise the loss of woodland area and to
prevent fragmentation of the remaining
woodland.

Ecology and Ornithology

The scope of the ecological assessment
was determined through a combination of
desk study to identify existing biological
data relating to the Site and surrounding
area, baseline surveys, and consultation
with relevant nature conservation
organisations and stakeholders. An
Extended Phase 1 Habitat Survey of the
Site has been undertaken to classify and
map natural and semi natural habitats, as
well as identify habitat suitable to support
protected species. In addition, specific
surveys have been undertaken for a range
of protected species within and up to 250m
of the Site.

NatureScot agreed with the ornithology
assessment that the Consented
Development was predicted to have no
significant effects on ornithology.

The change in design between the
Consented Development and the Proposed
Varied Development is not predicted to
produce a significantly different impact on
ecological or ornithological receptors and
is likely to result in a reduction of impacts.

The Proposed Varied Development
proposals will incorporate greater areas
dedicated to biodiversity enhancement
compared to the Consented Development.
These are likely to include areas of ‘forest to
bog’ peatland restoration on the western
edge of the site.

Commaon lizard

This part of the site has been chosen
because this is where the peat is already
relatively deep, and the existing rate of
forestry growth is relatively slow. The
biodiversity enhancement proposals will
also include native planting along
watercourse corridors.

Archaeology and Cultural Heritage

The archaeological and cultural heritage
assessment has considered the potential
physical impacts related to construction

of the Proposed Varied Development on
heritage assets, and operational impacts
on the setting of cultural heritage features.

All known non-designated heritage assets
within the site boundary have heen avoided
by the Proposed Varied Development
infrastructure by design, other than a
boundary wall which would be subject

to a direct physical impact during the
construction phase at a single location.

There is a scheduled monument,
Craigengillan Cairn, within the northern
part of the site. Views from the cairn to
the south east down the Upper Ken Valley
are a key part of the setting of this feature.
Compared to the Consented Development,
no additional infrastructure is proposed to
encroach any further into this visibility splay
with the Proposed Varied Development. In
addition, three of nearest turhines in the
Consented Development to the east and
north of the cairn have been removed
from the layout of the Proposed Varied
Development.

Whilst adverse impacts upon the cultural

significance of heritage assets within and

surrounding the site are assessed as likely
1o remain with the variation scheme, the

impacts are not increased in comparisen

with the Consented Development
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Government Energy Consents Unit.
Why tip heights of 200 metres?

There are a number of reasons why the proposed tip height is greater than the Consented
Development. Firstly, the taller the wind turbine, the more wind it can capture. As a result,
far more green electricity is generated, maximising the site’s capacity. Furthermore, wind
turbine manufacturers are continuously improving turbine technology and addressing the
specific needs of other countries globally. Elsewhere in the world, it has become
commonplace for 200 m and higher turbines to be erected. In response, turbine
manufactures are following this global market trend and removing the smaller turbine
models (<150 m} from their production line. By choosing a 200 m turbine model we are

not only maximising the site’s capacity but also ensuring the Proposed Varied Development,
if permitted, can be developed without delays in turbine procurement.



	SR COD banners Sept2024_opt.pdf (p.1-10)

