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Consultee Scoping Comment Response to Consultee Further EIA Consultation 

tabular form, where that mitigation is relied upon in relation to reported 
conclusions of likelihood or significance of impacts. 

summarise all the mitigation 
measures presented within the EIA 
Report. 

Ministers are aware that further engagement is required between parties 
regarding the refinement of the design of the proposed Development 
regarding, among other things, surveys, management plans, peat, radio 
links, finalisation of viewpoints, cultural heritage, cumulative assessments 
and request that they are kept informed of relevant discussions. 

Noted. The EIA Report will 
document all consultation 
undertaken for the Proposed 
Varied Development within a 
dedicated appendix. 

 

SEPA The submission must include a set of drawings showing: 

• All proposed temporary or permanent infrastructure overlain with all 
lochs and watercourses; 

• A minimum buffer of 50 m around each loch or watercourse. If this 
minimum buffer cannot be achieved each breach must be numbered on 
a plan with an associated photograph of the location, dimensions of the 
loch or watercourse and drawings of what is proposed in terms of 
engineering works; 

• A map showing the location, size, depths and dimensions of all borrow 
pits overlain with all lochs and watercourses within 250 m and showing 
a Site specific buffer around each loch or watercourse proportionate to 
the depth of excavations. The information provided needs to 
demonstrate that a Site specific proportionate buffer can be achieved. 

Noted. The requested drawings 
will be included as part of the 
Hydrology and Hydrogeology 
chapter of the EIA Report (Chapter 
13).  

N/A 

The submission should include a series of layout drawings at a usable scale 
showing all permanent and temporary infrastructure, with extent of 
excavation required. These plans should be overlaid on the following:  

• Peat depth survey showing peat probe locations, colour coded using 
distinct colours for each depth category  

• Peat depth survey showing interpolated peat depths 

• Peatland condition mapping 

As above.  N/A 

Drawings must include all tracks, excavations, buildings, borrow pits, 
pipelines, cabling, Site compounds, laydown areas, storage areas and any 

Noted. The Description of the 
Proposed Varied Development 
Chapter of the EIA Report 

N/A 
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Consultee Scoping Comment Response to Consultee Further EIA Consultation 

identify intrinsic and cumulative landscape and visual effects from this 
location.  

Consideration should also be given to inclusion of Blackcraig Hill (Grid 
reference 648 063) to the north of the Site as a full viewpoint, from which 
it seems 5 to 7 hubs would be visible.  

 

 

Consultee feedback has been 
considered an indicative list of final 
viewpoints is included in Appendix 
1. 

 

In consideration of the findings 
from the LVIA for the Consented 
Development, it is not considered 
proportionate to bring forward all 
requested viewpoint locations. 
Proposed LVIA viewpoint 16 is 
situated approximately 6 km to the 
north, half way between Blackcraig 
Hill and the Proposed Varied 
Development. As such it is 
considered that views from the 
north of the Proposed 
Development have been 
adequately represented.  
Comparative wirelines will be 
provided to DGC for the viewpoints 
requested but not listed within 
Appendix 1 illustrating the 
anticipated magnitude of impact for 
the Consented Development and 
the Proposed Varied 
Development.. 

Further consultation regarding 
proposed viewpoints is ongoing 
with DGC. 

With regard to cumulative/other schemes, please note that both Divot Hill 
and Manquhill are now consented (Appeal Allowed). Furthermore, all of 
the proposed turbines at Glenshimmeroch are consented to 200 m tip 
height. 

As per the EIA Scoping Report, the 
cumulative assessment has initially 
given consideration to a 60 km 
radius from the Site, as 
recommended by NatureScot best 

Further consultation will be 
undertaken with DGC and the ECU 
to agree a cut-off date for the 
cumulative assessment.  
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Consultee Scoping Comment Response to Consultee Further EIA Consultation 

 

You should also interrogate the ECU website with regard to Cornharrow, 
which has been the subject of recent appeal decisions. Troston Loch may 
also have received consent for turbines with a greater tip height than 
149.9 m. Consideration should also be given to inclusion of Blackcraig 
Hill (Grid reference 648 063) to the north of the Site as a full viewpoint, 
from which it seems 5 to 7 hubs would be visible. 

practice guidance. As with the 
Consented Development, the 
cumulative impact assessment is 
based primarily on schemes within 
ca.15 km of the Proposed Varied 
Development which are 
operational, consented or subject 
to a valid planning application. The 
intention is that the cumulative 
assessment focuses on those 
schemes which have the greatest 
potential to introduce significant 
effects. Further sites will be added 
to the cumulative list where 
necessary until a final cut off date 
has been reached. Any schemes 
listed by consultees in the Scoping 
response which meet the above 
criteria and were not already listed 
in the Scoping Report will be 
reviewed for inclusion within the 
assessment. 

Previous landscape advice has been provided for the Consented 
Development and is included within the Scoping Response, including the 
original Scoping Opinion for the Consented Scheme and Grounds for 
Recommended Refusal. States that the Council anticipates similar 
concerns to that of the Consented Development.  

Previous landscape advice for the 
Consented Development has been 
reviewed and considered as 
appropriate in the design iteration 
and refinement of the Proposed 
Varied Development. 

N/A 

Provides table outlining comments on proposed viewpoints and 
visualisations. Agree the requirement for full photomontage for all 
viewpoints except VP 09 where a wireline only is required.  

Noted. N/A 

The Residential Visual Amenity Assessment (RVAA) should include 
visualisations for properties within 2 km which would encounter a 
potentially moderate to major visual impact from the proposed wind farm; 

The RVAA undertaken for the 
Consented Development 
acknowledged that the residents of 

Further consultation is ongoing 
with DGC which will include 
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Consultee Scoping Comment Response to Consultee Further EIA Consultation 

Culmark Hill and VP 10 Benbrack, and usefully also VP2 
Stroanfreggan Craig, and VP 14 Cairnsmore of Carsphairn.  

proportionate to the level of effect 
anticipated. It is instead proposed 
that 360 degree cumulative 
wirelines are produced as listed in 
Appendix 1. 

Cumulative sequential visual assessments are required to be undertaken 
in the LVIA for the following important routes:  

• SUW  

• B729  

• A713  

• A762 

More feedback can be provided on the proposed assessment method 
and suggested length of these routes to be covered, but it is anticipated 
that it be informed by the ZTV and areas of theoretical visibility within the 
20 km study area, potentially further to the south.  

Noted. An Appendix to the 
Landscape and Visual chapter of 
the EIA Report will include 
additional wirelines from select 
viewpoints along the outlined 
routes.   

 

N/A 

See Scoping Report 6.2.1: The DGWLCS, or updated Landscape 
Sensitivity Study if available should be the main source of reference and 
categorization for the landscape character assessment. It is a more 
detailed grain than the 2019 NatureScot assessment. 

Noted.  N/A 

20 km study area acceptable, although some longer range views to the 
south merit assessment given the prominence of the Cairnsmore of 
Carsphairn as a landmark feature, and need to assess potential impacts 
on this from sensitive visual receptors 

As outlined in the Scoping Report, 
the LVIA will consider an initial 45 
km radius LVIA study area and a 
detailed focused upon a 20 km 
area. 

 

Cairnsmore of Carsphairn will be 
brought forward for detailed 
assessment as this is included as 
Viewpoint 14 within the LVIA. 

N/A 

NatureScot Notes that they are supportive of the intentions to undertake a new LVIA 
as part of the EIA with regard to the Proposed Varied Development and 

The Landscape and Visual chapter 
of the EIA Report will detail all 

N/A 
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Consultee Scoping Comment Response to Consultee Further EIA Consultation 

As two occupied Red Kite nests were located within 2 km of the 
development in 2017, additional Red Kite nests or roosts may now be 
located within or close to the boundary of this development. Therefore, 
RSPB recommend that the D&G Raptor Study Group is contacted for 
updated data on Red Kite nest sites in proximity to this development to 
allow a full assessment of the potential impacts of this development on this 
species. 

Vantage Point surveys have been 
undertaken for the Proposed 
Varied Development in the period 
April 2023 to March 2024. Red Kite 
were observed during the survey 
period and the ornithology 
assessment will consider the 
potential impacts on this species.    

N/A 

Black Grouse is red-listed on the UK Birds of Conservation Concern 
(BoCC) and a UKBAP species. RSPB recommend that the EIA considers 
disturbance and displacement of target species during both the 
construction and operational phases, alongside updated collision risk 
assessments. 

The EIA will consider disturbance 
and displacement of target species 
during both the construction and 
operational phases, alongside 
updated collision risk 
assessments. 

N/A 

NatureScot States that they are supportive of the intention, to re-assess and update 
the previous collision risk modelling and are in agreement that it is the only 
impact requiring  

detailed consideration within the EIA with respect to this chapter. 

Noted. No response required. N/A 

State agreement that Loch Ken and River Dee Marshes SPA can be 
scoped out of the EIA given the lack of connectivity.  

Noted. Loch Ken and River Dee 
Marshes SPA has been scoped 
out of further assessment. 

N/A 

State that they have no comment to make at this stage with regard to the 
updated baseline survey methods and level of survey effort. 

Noted. No response required. N/A 
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Consultee Scoping Comment Response to Consultee Further EIA Consultation 

NS have no comments to make at this stage with regard to proposed 
survey areas or methodologies for species-specific surveys, or the 100 m 
micro-siting areas of the turbines. 

Noted. N/A 

Comments that the proposed significant biodiversity enhancements 
measures, as required under National Planning Framework 4 (NPF4) and 
as stated in Section 7.8.4 of the Scoping Report, should be expanded on 
as part of the EIA. Points to pre-application guidance for onshore 
windfarms for further information on wind farm biodiversity enhancement in 
relation to NPF4. 

Biodiversity enhancement 
measures form a fundamental part 
of the S36C Application for the 
Proposed Varied Development. 
The proposed significant 
biodiversity enhancements 
measures will be expanded on in 
EIA Report Chapter 9: Ecology. An 
outline Biodiversity Enhancement 
Management Plan (oBEMP) will be 
produced as part of the Proposed 
Varied Development application 
which will outline habitat 
restoration and enhancement 
measures. 

 
Relevant NatureScot guidance will 
be consulted during the course of 
the EIA as appropriate. 

N/A 
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Consultee Scoping Comment Response to Consultee Further EIA Consultation 

requirement for compensation 
planting to mitigate against any 
woodland loss. A Proposed Varied 
Development Forest Plan will be 
prepared as part of the application. 
This will be assessed against the 
baseline data in line with the 
methodology outlined in Annex V 
of the Control of Woodland 
Removal Policy Guidance. 

The applicant should note that any compensatory planting required as a 
result of the proposed development, may also need to be considered under 
The Forestry (Environmental Impact Assessment) (Scotland) Regulations 
2017 and should follow the process for preparing a woodland creation 
proposal, as set out in our guidance booklet: Woodland Creation 
Application Guidance. 

The Applicant is committed to 
provide compensatory planting to 
account for forestry felling needed 
to facilitate the Proposed Varied 
Development. Such replanting will 
be agreed with Scottish Forestry.  

 

 Proposed Varied Development 
Forestry Proposalswill be prepared 
as part of the application. This will 
include a felling plan to show 
which woodlands are to be felled, 
and when, for the construction and 
operation of the Proposed Varied 
Development. It will further include 
a restocking plan showing any 
areas which are to be replanted 
and with which species, and which 
areas are to be left unplanted for 
Proposed Varied Development 
infrastructure.   

N/A 

SEPA The Proposed Varied Development layout should be designed to avoid 
large scale felling. The submission must include drawings with the 

Noted. Forest design and the 
effect of the Proposed Varied 

N/A 
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Consultee Scoping Comment Response to Consultee Further EIA Consultation 

where there have been changes to infrastructure position with the new 
application.  

 

If there is a bigger footprint for the turbine base or laydown areas for ones 
on peat >1 m, the applicant should confirm additional volume of peat 
disturbed in the EIA Report and how this will be reused. 

relevant guidance for the Proposed 
Varied Development and this will 
be reported in the EIA Report, 
together with assessment of 
impacts on peat soils, an outline 
PMP, and a PLHRA. 

Drawings must include all tracks, excavations, buildings, borrow pits, 
pipelines, cabling, Site compounds, laydown areas, storage areas and any 
other built elements. All drawings must be based on an adequate scale 
with which to assess the information. 

Noted. N/A 

A comparison of the environmental effects of alternative locations of 
infrastructure elements may be required. 

In line with the EIA Regulations, 
the assessment of the Proposed 
Varied Development for each 
environmental topic will consider 
the impacts of the proposed 
variations and how those impacts 
differ from those previously 
identified for the Consented 
Development. 

 

Information on the approach to the 
EIA of the Proposed Varied 
Development will be outlined in 
Chapter 6: EIA Methodology, 
Scoping and Consultation. 

N/A 

The proposals should demonstrate how impacts on local hydrology have 
been minimised and the Site layout designed to minimise watercourse 
crossings and avoid other direct impacts on water features. 

The proposed changes to the 
turbine locations and infrastructure 
of the Consented Development 
have been designed to minimise 
the number of watercourse 
crossings and maintain 50 m buffer 
zones around all 1:25,000 
Ordnance Survey water features. 

N/A 
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Consultee Scoping Comment Response to Consultee Further EIA Consultation 

consideration of suitable mitigation 
and restoration. 

The Outline PMP must include:  

• A table clearly setting out the volumes of acrotelmic, catotelmic and 
amorphous excavated peat: (1) used in making good Site specific 
areas disturbed by development, including borrow pits (quantities used 
in making good areas disturbed by development must be the minimum 
required to achieve the intended environmental benefit and materials 
must be suitable for the proposed use), (2) used in on and off-site 
peatland restoration, and (3) disposed of, and the proposed means of 
disposal (if deemed unavoidable after all other uses of excavated peat 
have been explored and reviewed);  

• Details of proposals for temporary storage and handling of peat - Good 
Practice during Wind Farm Construction outlines the approach to good 
practice when addressing issues of peat management on-site and 
minimising carbon loss;  

• Suitable evidence that the use of peat in making good areas disturbed 
by development, including borrow pits, is genuine and not a waste 
disposal operation, including evidence on the suitability of the peat and 
evidence that the quantity used matches and does not exceed the 
requirement of the proposed use. If peat is to be used in borrow pits 
on-site, SEPA will require sections and plans including the phasing, 
profiles, depths and types of material to be used;  

• Use of excavated peat in areas not disturbed by the development itself 
is now not a matter SEPA provides planning advice on. These 
proposals should be clearly outlined so that SEPA can identify any 
regulatory implications of the proposed activities.   

All noted. N/A 

A National Vegetation Classification (NVC) survey should be submitted 
which includes a set of drawings demonstrating all GWDTE and existing 
groundwater abstractions are outwith a 100 m radius of all excavations 
shallower than 1 m and outwith 250 m of all excavations deeper than 1 m 
and proposed groundwater abstractions. The survey needs to extend 
beyond the Site boundary where the distances require it.  

An Extended Phase 1 habitat 
survey has been undertaken and 
will be detailed within the Ecology 
chapter of the EIA Report. An 
assessment of the potential 
hydrological and hydrogeological 

N/A 









 

 44  
 

Consultee Scoping Comment Response to Consultee Further EIA Consultation 

• CHVP 3 - SM1043 
Stroanfreggan Cairn, view 
from SE of cairn. 

 

Wirelines: 

• CHVP 7 - Little Auchrae 
Farmstead, view from 
enclosure. 

• CHVP 13 - B729, South of 
Stroanfreggan Craig fort, view 
towards fort. 

• CHVP 14 - SM2238 
Craigengillan Cairn, from the 
Water of Ken valley, with T4 of 
Proposed Varied Development 
behind (requested by HES). 

 

CHVP 1 (SM2238 Craigengillan 
Cairn, view from monument) will 
be included as a 360 degree 
photomontage supported with 
wireline in case plantation is not 
felled. 

HES welcome that a data gap analysis and setting assessments have 
considered whether additional historic environment assets will be affected 
by the increase in height of the proposed turbines over the consented 
scheme. HES are content for A-listed buildings, and Inventory Gardens & 
Designed Landscapes to be scoped out of further assessment. 

Noted.  

HES are concerned that turbine 4 (as shown on Figure 3.3 Proposed 
Varied Development Layout) could have a significant impact on views to 
the north from the cairn, and views of the cairn from the east and 
southeast. Photomontages of views from the cairn, and towards the cairn 

Noted. As outlined above, CHVP 1 
(SM2238 Craigengillan Cairn, view 
from monument) will be included 
as a 360 degree photomontage 

N/A 
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Consultee Scoping Comment Response to Consultee Further EIA Consultation 

accommodation and mitigation works including passing place provision, 
carriageway strengthening, widening and alterations to road boundaries all 
along any proposed access route(s) necessary to permit 2-way 
construction traffic and the passage of cranes and component delivery 
vehicles. 

and Transport Chapter (Chapter 
15) of the EIA Report. 

Proposals for access routes, Site access and all accommodation works 
must be supported by swept path analysis. 

As above. A full swept path 
analysis will be completed as part 
of the Traffic and Transport 
assessment of the EIA Report. 

N/A 

All accommodation works must be designed and constructed to the 
satisfaction of the Planning Authority in consultation with the Roads 
Authority and will require appropriate permits and consents to have been 
issued. 

Noted. N/A 

Where public road boundaries are to be altered either for the formation of 
temporary accesses or for accommodation works, these should be 
reinstated in their original position at the conclusion of construction works 
(unless prior agreements have been secured with the Planning and Road 
Authorities). 

Where public road boundaries are 
altered, they will be reinstated to 
their original position at the 
conclusion of construction works. 
This can be appropriately secured 
through a planning condition. 

N/A 

The traffic management plan (TMP) should include a programme of 
delivery types/numbers by month, details of all proposed mitigation 
measures to minimise the impact on local communities and businesses. 
Access and excluded routes should be identified and agreed for all types of 
vehicles and a system of visible vehicle tagging/badging employed to 
ensure compliance with agreed routes and driver behaviour standards 
which should be supported by a Driver Code of Conduct. 

Noted. A construction traffic 
management plan (CTMP) will be 
included as an appendix to the 
Traffic and Transport chapter of 
the EIA Report. 

 

A TMP will be prepared post 
consent, and it is anticipated to be 
secured via planning condition. 
The TMP will be agreed with the 
Police, Transport Scotland, and 
DGC Roads Authority prior to the 
start of works. 

N/A 
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Consultee Scoping Comment Response to Consultee Further EIA Consultation 

consulted and provided with adequate time to carry out assessments and 
provide a formal response 

Edinburgh 
Airport  

The location of this development falls outwith the Aerodrome Safeguarding 
zone for Edinburgh Airport therefore there is no objection/comment. 

No response required. N/A 

Glasgow 
Airport  

The Site is outwith the obstacle limitation surfaces and radar consultation 
area for Glasgow Airport but is within instrument flight procedures 
safeguarding areas and may impact. Detailed assessments will be 
required.  

It is noted that Glasgow Airport 
state the need for detailed 
assessments. Additional 
consultation with Glasgow Airport 
has taken place and the Applicant 
is awaiting a response on their 
position. As the Proposed Varied 
Development is located 71 km to 
the south, it is unlikely that a full 
IFP assessment will be required. 

Consultation is ongoing with 
Glasgow Airport.  

Glasgow 
Prestwick 
Airport 
(GPA) 

The Site remains heavily terrain shielded from the Primary Surveillance 
Radars at GPA, and well below any protected surfaces or Instrument flight 
Procedures. Consequently, we would have no comment or valid objection 
to make to the proposed variation. 

No response required. N/A 

Highlands 
and Islands 
Airport 
(HIAL) 

This proposal is located out-with our safeguarding consultation zone. As 
such we have no comment to make and need not be consulted further 

No response required. N/A 

NATS NATS (En Route) plc objects to the proposal. The proposed development 
has been examined by technical and operational safeguarding teams. A 
technical impact is anticipated, this has been deemed to be unacceptable. 

Noted. Consultation has since 
been undertaken with NATS and 
mitigation has been agreed 
utilising the wind farm mitigation 
capabilities of the Indra Lanza 
radar now installed at Lowther Hill. 

N/A 



































 

 

 







 

 

 


